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CEC Program: statewide applicability, flexible, adaptive management
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CEC Management in Integrated 
Water Supply Portfolios
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• Managing CECs requires a 
multidisciplinary approach
• Partnerships among state 
environmental agencies 
increases opportunity for 
lifecycle management 
strategies
• Results in improved water 
quality and water resource 






















California framework for identifying and managing water quality impacts from constituents of emerging 
concern
The California State Water Resources Control Board has been monitoring and managing constituents of 
emerging concern (CECs) since the early 2000s. Through statewide investment in long-term water 
resilience, a comprehensive strategy for managing water quality impacts from CECs is in development 
based on a “conveyor belt” conceptual model. The process streamlines the identification and 
management of CECs through a systematic approach that focuses on CECs that present a potential risk to 
human health and the environment. The State Water Board partners with state and federal agencies to 
leverage existing regulatory tools and develop policy and guidance to minimize impacts of CECs to waters 
of the state. The process includes the evaluation of statewide occurrence data from targeted classes of 
CECs (e.g., pharmaceuticals and personal care products) within a risk-based framework; research to 
advance the use of semi- and non-targeted analyses (e.g., in vitro bioassays) to identify compounds with 
potential health concerns; and coordination with internal and external partners to evaluate CEC lifecycles 
and identify regulatory tools to minimize impacts of CECs from cradle to grave. This presentation will 
provide an overview of the “conveyor belt” model and how it assists California in the development of a 
statewide CEC management strategy.
Target 12 minute talk with 3 minutes for questions
Talk is from 1 to 1:15 Illinois Time – or 11 to 11:15 My Time
